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enjoyed since that epoch." Bismarck did not point out
whose fault it had been that analogous relations had not
been established after the revival of the Federal Diet, as his
object was to bring about a practical arrangement in time
present, not to indulge in recriminations anent time past.
So he only referred to the circumstance thai, Austria had
recently and with success exerted her influence in a sense
adverse to Prussia precisely in those States with which the
latter was specially called upon by her geographical posi-
tion to cultivate friendly relations. He gave Count Kurolyi
to understand that " perhaps Austria acquired the sym-
pathies of the Governments of those States in this manner,
to the prejudice of the Bund's collective interests; but she
certainly estranged from her the sympathies of Prussia,
The Imperial Ambassador, upon this, comforted himself
with the conviction that both Great Powers would revert to
their old alliance, whatever mii'ht occur, should Austria
find herself engaged in a perilous war."

In this assumption Bismarck recognised "a dangerous
error, which, it might be, would only be cleared up at a
critical moment and in a manner fraught with calamity to
both Cabinets*" lie therefore entreated the Count to
contend against this error in Vienna to the best of his
ability, observing that ** during the last Italian War
Prussia's Alliance had not been so serviceable to Austria as
it might have been if, during the previous eight years, both
Powers had not been engaged in an energetic struggle upon
German territory and for the benefit of others, which
circumstance had undermined their mutual confidence*
Nevertheless, the effects of former intimacy had been
manifest, in that Prussia, instead of taking advantage of
Austria's perplexities, had made military preparations to
stand by her. But should the old friendly relations not be